The Business Mentors Office Hours is an opportunity to meet with the US industry leaders who will
provide valuable industry insights while you navigate through the US market. This is an excellent
opportunity to get connected with key players in the industry, and widen your network.
Our mentors are in the fields of:
Consulting
Cybersecurity
Finance / FinTech
Food / FoodTech
Health
Investment
PropTech
Telecom

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Important Notes:
Registration deadline is 18:00 on Monday, December 6, 2021
Submitting this registration does not guarantee session(s) as we have limited space. Mentors will
review all applicants to select most relevant companies in their own respective field, and you will be
notified of the confirmed session(s) by Wednesday, December 8, 2021
The 1-on-1 session is 20 minutes long each
The time slots indicated in this email/form are all in ISRAEL time.

Consulting
Itamar Tessel
Strategic Advisor / Business Strategist
Strategic Partnership, Startups, Strategic
Process, Capital Raising
Itamar Tessel is a Business Strategist, who helps
top founders and CEOs of fast-growing tech
startups to solve their most difficult strategic
challenges with a unique hands-on end-to-end
approach of planning, executing, and managing
strategic processes with data-driven
methodologies and tools: specializing in capital
raising, strategic partnerships, and M&As.

Itamar was VP of Business Development at Routier a SaaS travel tech startup (Acqui-hired by accessiBe),
a VP at Cukierman & Co. Technology team, and also worked for various top employers including the
former CEO of Shaldor (one of Israel's leading management consulting firms), Check Point Software
Technologies, and the U.S. government.

Consulting
Scott Zaleski
Director of Growth, Hawke Media
Digital Marketing, Strategy, Website Building,
SEO, Content Creation, Branding, Logo Design,
Email, SMS, Chatbot, Media Buying, Influencer
Marketing, Affiliate Marketing, Print Media
Scott Zaleski is a Director of Growth at Hawke
Media, a consulting company that provides
strategy with all things digital marketing. Hawke
Media helps with company that is looking to do
business on a national or international level. The
company excels in scaling business and does
well with companies that have a proven
successful product.
Hawke also has great success with well funded startups and companies looking to break into new
markets. However is not a good fit for smaller, local-only types of businesses.
Scott started his first company in the financial space trading futures, Commodities, and Options through
the Chicago Board of Trade. He understands the financial space and loves working with FinTech
Companies to grow and scale their businesses. He was born in the Chicagoland area and also has lived in
Japan, China, and Taiwan and brings a multicultural perspective to business and scaling businesses
looking to break into new markets. Scott ran 2 business units for Internet Brands where he grew teams
that were building websites for medical professionals. Website building and copywriting is a strength and
something Scott is very passionate about. Also, he was an Agile Director for a German SaaS company and
a Growth Director for a public sector SaaS product. This experience gave Scott insights into growing SaaS
products and the agile training helped him understand the importance of a process and how to improve
business processes.

Cybersecurity
Sivan Tehila
Professor and Program Director, Yeshiva
University
Cybersecurity, Information Security
Sivan Tehila is a Program Director and Professor
(MS in Cybersecurity) at Yeshiva University, and
a Founder & CEO of the Onyxia (stealth mode
cybersecurity startup). Sivan started her career at
the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) as an Intelligence
Officer, CISO of Analysis Division, and Head of
the Information Security Dept of the Intelligence
Corps.

Upon her departure from the IDF, Sivan joined the Israeli defense technology company RAFAEL as an
Information Security Officer and Profiler. She then served as a cybersecurity consultant for the Israel
Railways where she was responsible for establishing Israel Railways’ Cyber Security Operations Center,
monitoring IT and OT systems. As a part of this project, she oversaw security initiatives including
SCADA, ICS and IoT. Sivan runs technical and educational workshops in Cybersecurity, speaks at
conferences worldwide, and contributes to information and cybersecurity magazines.

Finance / FinTech
Margaret Lim
Managing Director, American Express
B2B Business Solutions; Commerce &
Payments Innovations; Web 3, New Market
Entry Strategies
Margaret Lim is the Head of Fintech and Web 3
early-stage investments & Head of Startup
Partnerships at American Express Ventures, the
corporate VC arm of American Express. The
American Express Ventures portfolio includes
multiple Israeli startups including Melio, Next
Insurance, Biocatch and more

Prior to joining American Express in 2019, Margaret worked across tech-focused Private Equity and
Venture Capital at Temasek International and at Credit Suisse’s Investment Banking team. Margaret earned
her BA in Political Science and Economics from the University of Michigan.

Finance / FinTech
Shai Avital
VP, High-Tech Banking
Startup Financing, Banking Solution
Shai Avital serves as the VP of High-Tech
Banking for UMTB (Bank Mizrahi) USA,
supporting technology companies as they scale.
Shai brings a unique mix of experience, holding
deep financial and legal knowledge and a passion
for Technology. Shai holds a Law degree and a
Bachelor degree in Accounting and Finance from
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Food / FoodTech
Ilan Ron
President, KAYCO Kosher & Beyond
Food & Beverage, Food Retail, Food
Commercialization, FoodTech, Food Business
Strategy and Food Business Transformation
Mr. Ron has been leading KAYCO Kosher &
Beyond since 2015, a family-owned business in
the New York City area. Ron successfully led
KAYCO formation, merging companies by
sensitively integrating them to one synergetic
business organization with the capabilities to
enable their growth while retaining the people
and culture.

Ron is recognized for visionary business leadership, strategy development and business transformation
abilities that optimizes diverse organizational structures and business needs delivering sustainable
bottom line results. Excellent interpersonal and creative skills inspiring high employee performance and
bringing experience, balance and maturity to navigate through complex challenges sustaining morale and
productivity during periods of change.

FoodTech - Investment
Stu Strumwasser
Managing Director, Green Circle Capital
Partners
Investment, Investor, VC, FoodTech, Startups
Stu's background combines over twenty years of
Wall Street experience (5 years in wealth
management at major firms like Paine Webber and
Oppenheimer & Co) and more than five years
running GC's investment banking division. He
also spent six years as the Founder and CEO of
Snow Beverages, a natural soda company ,and
co-founded an internet technology startup.

He speaks on raising capital and entrepreneurship, and is a mentor at the Foodtech Accelerators for Plug
And Play in San Francisco and Startupbooptcamp in Rome. A graduate of Cornell University, Stu is also a
published and award-nominated novelist. He speaks on raising capital and entrepreneurship, and is a
mentor at the Foodtech Accelerators for WeWork Food Lab in NY, Plug And Play in San Francisco and
Startupbooptcamp in Rome. Stu is also a Director for The Better Meat Co.

Health
Talia Cohen
Founder & Managing Partner, Unlock

Charles Barr
Partner, Unlock
Startups in Digital Health, Wellness Tech,
Biotech, Medical Devices, Consulting
Talia comes with over 20 years of experience in
Management, Business Development and
Finance.

Talia has worked with hundreds of Israeli startups connecting them to potential customers, partners and
investors in the US market. Previously, Talia lead CICC (CA-Israel-Chamber of Commerce), served as VP of
Lending and Business Development at Bank Leumi USA and personally founded the annual conferences:
CiMED ; CiConnect; The Israeli Cyber Innovation.
Charles Barr has extensive leadership experience in scientific research, the Pharma industry, clinical
medicine, health care quality improvement and managed care. Charles focuses on leveraging innovations
in data science, informatics, analytic and technology platforms to help clients understand causal
mechanisms of disease, optimize drug development, and use of diagnostic tests and treatments.

Health
Dr. Adam Dicker
SVP, Thomas Jefferson University Hospitals
Professor & Chair of Dept. of Radiation
Oncology, Thomas Jefferson University
Digital Health, Data Science, Oncology,
Therapeutic Clinical Trails, Radiation Modifiers
Dr. Dicker leads Digital Health and Data Science
and founded the Jefferson Center for Digital
Health & Data Science at the University.

His work as a health care technology entrepreneur / physician-scientist has resulted in establishment of
parameters for quality assurance in oncology, therapeutic clinical trials utilizing targeted therapies,
innovative models for radiation modifiers, FDA/CMS approval of a genomic signature for, patient reported
outcomes for novel therapeutics and graduate courses in digital health.
Dr. Dicker has worked with industry partners for all phases of clinical drug development, digital health,
medical diagnostics (biomarkers) across a spectrum of indications, with a primary focus on oncology. He
has experience with large molecule biologics, small molecule targeted agents, immuno-oncology agents,
cell therapies, cytotoxic agents, radiopharmaceuticals, and combined modality therapy with radiation
therapy.

Health
Omar Perez
Global Growth & Strategic Alliances, Cedars
Sinai Accelerator
Healthcare operations in general, Product
feedback, Revenue cycle impacts, Voice of the
patient, Patient experience, Data interoperation
Omar Perez comes with two decades in healthcare
leadership in business operations, quality
improvement, revenue cycle management and
business development experience. He has also
held critical roles in Client Success and Strategic
Partnerships with healthcare organizations across
the country.

In 2019, Omar became an official member of the Accelerator community mentor network. He is also a
graduate of the University of Texas - Austin. Omar focuses on sourcing and engaging new start up
companies. He plays a key role in identifying unique, best in class start-up solutions to join the
innovation hub. He is also instrumental in continuing to develop our community networking platforms
and mentorship engagement.

Investment
Max Brickman
Managing Director, Heartland Ventures
B2B, Manufacturing, Logistics, HR,
Construction
Max is the Managing Director of Heartland
Ventures, which he founded in 2016. He started
Heartland with the intention of doing what no
other venture capital fund has done: connecting
established Midwestern companies with coastal
startups to give business leaders a voice in the
tech transformation of their industries.

Max received a B.S. in Finance and Entrepreneurship from the Kelley School of Business at Indiana
University, graduating with Honors and High Distinction. He has been recognized as Executive of the Year
by Columbus Business First and was named as a Future 50 Member by Columbus CEO. Max serves as a
founding board member of Startup South Bend and is on the Smart Manufacturing Advisory Committee
for the State of Indiana.

PropTech - Investment
Yoav Ben-Shushan
Proptech Investor
PropTech, Real Estate
Yoav Ben-Shushan is a real estate professional
and investor with 17 years’ experience creating
value at the intersection of Commercial Real
Estate and Technology with a focus on big data
to proptech companies. Most recently he was a
Partner at J-Ventures which is a VC Fund based in
Silicon Valley and acting as a "Capitalist Kibbutz"
powered by 250+ top tech leaders

Telecommunication
Yossi Cohen
EVP & COO, Ericsson North America
Wireless Telecommunication, 5G and 5G Use
Cases
Yossi Cohen is an Executive
COO/CSO/CTO/CMO with more than 20 years of
global experience in Telecom. Today, he is leading
multiple functions in the North America leading
telecommunication vendor. Yossi was also the
president of Ericsson Japan and been the global
head of sales for Network in Stockholm Sweden.

For any questions, please contact Jennifer Kim at Jennifer.Kim@israeltrade.gov.il
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