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WHS Startup Track 2015 
- Call for Bids - 

About the World Health Summit 
 
The World Health Summit (WHS) is the annual conference of the M8 Alliance of Academic Health Centers, 
Universities and National Academies in Berlin, Germany.  Through the Inter Academy Medical Panel 
(IAMP), it is organized in collaboration with the National Academies of Sciences in more than 67 countries 
and attended by international figureheads from politics, civil society, and industry. The World Health 
Summit’s vision is to improve health worldwide through collaboration and open dialogue, steering 
tomorrow’s agenda towards the improvement of research, education, healthcare and policy outcomes. 
Learn more about the WHS here: http://www.worldhealthsummit.org/about-whs/  
 
WHS “Startup Track” – Context & Goals 
 
Innovation is the driving force behind every great improvement to human wellbeing. In October 2015, the 
World Health Summit will for the first time give a voice to startup companies who strive to take 
responsibility for the improvement of global health. The new “WHS Startup Track” aims to highlight and 
display outstanding ideas and innovative business concepts that have the potential to change the way 
people are diagnosed, cured and informed, thus revolutionize healthcare. 

The emergence of health startups and accelerators in recent years has created a completely new field of 
innovation: from preventing ill health and improving diagnosis to, improving treatment and the 
management of illnesses, these innovations are allowing people to lead healthier lives. In medical science, 
this is creating new avenues for ideas to be translated into novel products and services that help people. 

The “WHS Startup Track” offers participants the chance to display their business ideas and to network 
with the world’s leading minds in the healthcare sector. They will establish strategic partnerships to 
improve their visibility and credibility with potential investors, industry, political decision makers, doctors, 
and patients. 
 
Selection Criteria 

 Organizations wishing to apply should work in the field of health including public health, digital 
health (mHealth and eHealth), translational science, health policies, education, or advocacy. 
 

 Startups from all over the world are welcome to apply. Due to the 2015 celebration of 50 Years of 
German-Israeli Diplomatic Relations, additional credit will be given to organizations with a 
connection to Germany and/or Israel. 
 

 The application consists of a two-page pitch deck and a description of potential mentor needs from 
science, industry or politics. 
 

 The selection process will take into account the originality of the concept, the financial viability 
of the business, evidence of fundraising or partnership ventures, and most importantly, the 
potential impact on global public health. 
 

http://www.worldhealthsummit.org/about-whs/
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Selection Process & Panels 

An awarding panel will shortlist the candidates: 

1. Dr. Friedrich von Bohlen und Halbach, dievini Hopp BioTech holding GmbH & Co.KG 
2. Ms. Shari Langemak, Medscape Germany 
3. Prof. Jürgen Zöllner, Charité Foundation 
4. Ms. Hemdat Sagi, Israeli Embassy in Germany 
5. Mr. Mirco Dragowski, Bundesverband Deutsche Startups e.V. 
6. Dr. Kai Uwe Bindseil, Berlin Partner für Wirtschaft und Technologie GmbH 
7. Mr. Min-Sung Sean Kim, XLHealth 
8. Ms. Ana Dujic, Auswärtiges Amt / German Federal Foreign Office 

Benefits for Selected Companies / Individuals 

 25 shortlisted organizations will get 2 tickets each to attend the WHS (Oct. 11-13, 2015), including 
the social event WHS Night on the evening of Monday Oct. 12. 
 

Of these 
 

 10 organizations will additionally have stands in the Europafoyer throughout the WHS, allowing 
them to present their ideas and products.  

 These organizations will also have their company profile and URL published on the WHS website 
and present their business concept in 5-minute pitches at the Summit. The Moderator of the 
Startup Pitches will be Tal Rimon, Editor of Handelsblatt Global Edition. 

Access: Attending WHS will give your startup access to connect with the world´s leading medical 
academies and researchers. This provides the chance to set up future collaborations, invite experts to be 
part of your advisory board and get vital feedback. You will furthermore attend two full days of the WHS 
and receive input from world leaders in science and industry.  

Research & Development: We will make every effort to connect you with potential scientific and business 
advisors from our network, e.g. representatives from the WHS Science & Industry Circle with the German 
Healthcare Partnership and Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft. They can help you open doors to the scientific 
community and introduce you to relevant representatives from industry, politics or civil society.  

Visibility and PR: 10 (of the 25) selected startups will have their company profile and URL published on 
the WHS website. You will also get a demo booth in the Europafoyer throughout the WHS to provide you 
with further visibility. 

Recognition: The 10 shortlisted companies will get a diploma, recognition in the WHS Yearbook, on the 
WHS Website, and via social media, and an official photo with the WHS Presidents. 

Application 
To apply, please send your two-page pitch deck to startups@worldhealthsummit.org  

 WHS Startup Track application deadline: August 10, 2015 
 Shortlisted candidates informed: September 01, 2015 
 World Health Summit: October 11-13, 2015 
 Location:  Federal Foreign Office, Unterwasserstraße10, 10117 Berlin, Germany 
 WHS Participants: 1,500 representatives from Academia, Politics, Civil Society and Industry. 
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