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Introduction of the Industry 
Definition 

Medical aesthetic (MA) is an invasive and traumatic medical science. It’s a medical science to enhance 
the external aesthetic feeling of the human body by surgeries, medical devices, drugs and other 
medical techniques.  
 

Categories 
It is mainly divided into surgical medical cosmetology and non-surgical medical cosmetology. Surgical 
medical cosmetology mainly include eye and face plastic surgery, breast enhancement, orthodontics 
and so on; non-surgical medical cosmetology, which is often referred to as micro-plastic surgery and 
light medical cosmetology is at a low risk rate including material filling, facial skin tightening, laser skin 
tensing etc.  
 

Industrial chain 

 
The upstream is the manufacturer of medical aesthetic reagents and equipment, which are mainly laser, 
ultrasonic knife, consumables like hyaluronic acid and Botox. The downstream is medical aesthetic 
institutions including private, public and small private clinics. 
 

  

Manufacturer

• MA 
consumables

• Drugs and 
medical 
device 
manufactures

Medical Aesthetic 
Institutions

• Public hospitals

• big chain 
hospitals

• small and 
medium size 
private hospitals 

• small private 
clinics

End Market

• Consumer

Factory 
direct 
sale; 

distrib-
ution 

Direct 
mailing; 
search 
engine; 

APP 

Agency Channels 
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Medical Aesthetic Industry Development in China 
 
In China, with the increasing improvement of national income and continuous improvement of 
aesthetic requirements, the awareness of beauty is becoming stronger and stronger. Medical aesthetic 
industry is becoming a big consumption hotspot in China. With the development of medical technology, 
safe and fast medical aesthetic treatment will significantly meet the needs of consumers.  
 
According the 2015 global medical aesthetic statistics published by ISAPS, China ranked the 3rd of the 
global market after Brazil and the US, taking the 10% of the total market.  
 
As mentioned in Deloitte’s Analysis of Medical Aesthetic Market in China 2017, the market size has 
reached 87 billion RMB in 2015 and 192.5 billion RMB in 2017. The CAGR is about 22% in 2013-2017. 
It’s estimated that the market will grow at a CAGR of 20.1% during 2018-2022 and achieve 481 billion 
RMB in 2022.  
 
2017-2022 Medical Aesthetic Market Size (Unit: 1 billion RMB) 

 
Source: Deloitte 
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Medical Aesthetic Industry Development in Southwest China 
 

Sichuan 
 

Current status  
Chengdu is the first city in China to put an emphasis on the development of medical aesthetic industry 
as a key industry. By the end of October 2018, the total number of medical institutions in Chengdu 
reached 372. Chengdu ranks the 3rd after Shanghai and Beijing regarding the number of medical 
aesthetic institutions. By October 2018, there are about 0.5 million people in Chengdu who have 
received medical beauty service. Besides, the medical aesthetic consumption of Chengdu ranked the 
1st during “double 11 shopping festival” nationwide in 2018.  

 

Development goal 
In April 2018, Chengdu Economic and Information Commission issued 2018-2030 Medical Aesthetic 
Industry Development Plan in Chengdu. Chengdu is aiming at elevating the quality and scale of medical 
aesthetic industry, accelerating the gathering of well-known institutions, companies and talents 
nationally and globally and continuously fostering the competitiveness, influence and radiation of the 
industry. The government has set a goal that by 2025, Chengdu will become a famous “Capital of 
Medical Beauty” in the world by achieving the total sales revenue of 100 billion RMB in 2025 and 200 
billion RMB by 2030.     
 

Government support 
In April 2018, Chengdu Municipal Government issued Support Policies for Accelerating the 
Development of Medical Aesthetic industry in Chengdu. The support policies cover several aspects of 
the industrial development, including: high-end professionals and talents, innovation of enterprises, 
technology transfer, R&D of medical aesthetic products, industrial communication and cooperation, 
etc. Here are some highlights: 
1. Subsidy of 10 million RMB will be given to leading enterprises/ institutions which collaborate with 

universities, upstream and downstream enterprises to make technological breakthrough.  
2. The highest subsidy of 2 million RMB will be given according to 15% of the annual R&D investment 

of the project for the industrialization of medical aesthetic innovation technology, which are the 
core technologies centering on the new product development and process improvement.   

3. Support the R&D and manufacturing of medical aesthetic products. 0.8 Million RMB will be given 
to new drug R&D, which has completed pre-clinical study and got the clinical acceptance number. 
The highest subsidy of 1 Million RMB, 2 Million RMB and 3 Million RMB, will be given to new drug 
R&D entering into Phase I, II and III clinical trial respectively. Support the R&D of medical 
equipment. The highest subsidy of 2 Million RMB will be given to Class III medical devices with 
independent intellectual property rights.  

 

Strengths 
 

1. Prominent advantage in science technology innovation resources. Chengdu is taking the lead in 
the R&D of a few of cutting edge fields like biomedical materials and cell therapy with the efforts 
that have been made by Sichuan University West China Hospital. In addition, Chengdu is in the 
forefront nationwide in the field of dental cosmetology and wound repair. Representatives are 
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Revotek, Dikang Pharmaceutical, Alltech which are competitive in 3D printing, medical materials, 
and medical imaging equipment respectively.   
 

2. Agglomeration development trend has been initially formed. 70% of the 372 medical beauty 
institutions are located in two areas: Wuhou district (taking up to 52.8% of the total number) and 
Hi-tech Zone (taking up to 17% of the total number).  
 

3. The resolution of Chengdu government in promoting the development of medical aesthetic 
industry is a booster to build up a healthy environment and solid foundation of the industry.  
 

4. Solid support from related industries. Chengdu is strong in tourism and finance. In 2016, the total 
number of tourists reached 200 million. Besides, Chengdu ranked the 1st in Midwest China in the 
list of “Index of China Financial Center”, which can provide a financial support to medical aesthetic 
industry.      
 

5. Huge potential market in SWC. Chengdu citizens are willing to try new things and accept new 
concept. Generally, they have advanced consumption concept in mind and a strong sense of 
pursuing medical beauty. Chengdu has a wide radiation covering over 200 million people in 
Sichuan, Chongqing, Yunnan, Guizhou and Tibet.    

 

Weaknesses 
 
1. The industrial chain is incomplete in Chengdu. Currently, there are very few manufacturers in 

medical beauty pharmaceuticals and medical devices. Take hyaluronic acid for an example, there 
are only 6 national manufacturers in Beijing, Shanghai, Shandong, Taiwan and Hangzhou and 4 
imported products from Sweden, Korea and the US according to the CFDA website. 

 
2. The medical beauty chains are lacking of influence and the advantages of the public hospitals 

can’t be brought into a full play. So far, there are about 4,000 medical beauty institutions in China, 
500 of which are public plastic surgery hospitals, 500 are medical beauty chains and more than 
3,000 are small and medium size hospitals and clinics.  

 
In Chengdu, public hospitals like West China Hospital, West China Stomotological Hospital, Sichuan 
Provincial People’s Hospital, Chengdu No. 3 Hospital are taking the lead in medical skills, clinic and 
academic progress. However, such public hospitals cannot fast respond to the market due to its 
rigid service models and marketing methods. As per private medical beauty chains, there are only 
two AAAAA chains in Chengdu, which are Sichuan She Says Pan Asia Plastic Surgery Hospital and 
Sichuan Huamei Zixin Medical Aesthetic Hospital. Furthermore, Chengdu has no listed medical 
aesthetic companies.  

 
3. The market is not standardized. Black market is harmful to the healthy development of the 

medical aesthetic industry. Some of the daily beauty care institutions are providing medical 
aesthetic services. Acute problems lie in unqualified physicians, unlicensed clinics, trainings and 
false drugs and devices, but this phenomenon is common all around China and not only in Chengdu.     
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Chongqing 
 

Current status 
The market size of medical aesthetic industry in Chongqing is growing at a speed of 10% annually. Same 
as Chengdu, Chongqing has quite a lot of medical aesthetic hospitals and institutions mainly public 
hospitals and private hospitals. There are four well known public hospitals, which are: Southwest 
Hospital of The Third Military Medical University, Xinqiao Hospital, the Plastic Surgery Center of the 
Second Hospital Affiliated to Chongqing Medical University, and Chongqing No. 4 People’s Hospital 
(Emergency Center). There are three leading private hospitals in Chongqing: Chongqing Huamei Plastic 
Surgery Hospital, Chongqing Tianfei Beauty Hospital, and Chongqing Vcharm Plastic Surgery Hospital.    
 
The number of plastic surgeries is increasing at a speed of 300% in Chongqing market. According to the 
2017 White Paper of Medical Aesthetic Industry released by New Oxygen APP that Chongqing has done 
1/6 of all the breast augmentation and privacy surgeries in China, which implies a high demand of 
pursuing beauty in Chongqing market. Even though the market size is large and the economy 
development is sturdy in Chongqing, the medical aesthetic industry is not well developed compared 
with Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and Chengdu.  
 

Development goal 
No specific development plan for medical aesthetic industry released by the government. However, 
according to the announcement of Chongqing Physician Association and Chongqing Medical 
Association at Chongqing Medical Aesthetic Annual Conference on November 17, 2018, Chongqing is 
aiming to build up “the City of Medical Beauty”, “the City of Anti-aging” and “the City of Big Health”.  
 

Government support 
In 2015, China-Chongqing Beauty and Cosmetic Health Industry Park was opened in Dadukou District 
of Chongqing. It’s the first government led park focusing on cosmetics, health products, 
pharmaceuticals (medical devices) and medical aesthetic services. The industrial park is a provincial 
level industrial base with a total investment of 1 Billion RMB and a planned area of 120,000 sqm. 
Relying on “Tian’an Digital, Southwest Hospital, Hualun Medical and IVD” as the carrier, it builds four 
different industrial connotations of cosmetics, healthcare products, biomedical conversion and medical 
devices.  
 

Strengths 
1. Superior political position in SWC. Chongqing is a municipality with an advantageous political 

position compared with other cities in Southwest China. It allows the city to be more open to new 
ideas and innovative technologies.  

2. Chongqing has a solid medical and pharmaceutical foundation. With the fast growing market of 
medical aesthetic industry in China, pharmaceutical companies and some medical device 
manufactures or distributors may consider to diversify their products and try this new field. Such 
companies include Huapont and YaoPharma.  

3. Great potential to a better development and huge hidden market. Chongqing is the economic 
center of upper Yangtze River with a total population of over 30 million. Chongqing citizens’ high 
demand in pursuing beauty and growing wealth is the original power for the thriving development 
of medical aesthetic industry. In addition, Chongqing enjoys a superb geographic location radiating 
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billions of people in Southwest China, which fuels the practitioners up with stronger faith and 
energy.  

 

 Weaknesses 
1. Same as the situation in Chengdu, Chongqing is lacking of upstream manufactures and influential 

medical aesthetic hospitals.  
 

2. Like any other provinces in China, Chongqing is facing the problem of imbalanced development of 
public hospitals and private hospitals in medical aesthetic industry.  
 

3. Compared with Chengdu, Chongqing government has not issued specific development plans and 
policies focusing medical aesthetic industry yet. The associations are playing a relatively major role 
in regulating the market and encouraging the changes and improvement of the industry.  

 

Opportunities for Israeli technologies 
1. With the reform of the approval system of CFDA, high quality materials and medical device 

suppliers will be encouraged to enter the Chinese market. Chinese manufactures are having a 
sense of urgency to cooperate with foreign brands to elevate their own products in the market. In 
light of this, Israeli medical aesthetic materials and medical devices can take the ride of this tide to 
seize the market and sell their technologies by collaborating with Chinese counterparts. 
 

2. Both Chengdu government and Chongqing is aiming at building up the Capital of Medical Beauty. 
More and more incentives and government support will be given to the aggregation of advanced 
technologies, high quality products, professional and talents, etc. Such positive attitude not only 
give Israeli technologies a wide choice of partners when they are entering the Chinese market but 
also open the door to influential Israeli academic leaders in medical aesthetic field to advocate 
Israeli pioneering technologies.   
 

3. In order to build Chengdu’s medical beauty brand and erect the industrial flagship, Chengdu has 
been increasing the cooperation with the US, Korea, Japan and Brazil. For example, American 
Allergan has set up an innovation center in Chengdu in April 2018. In addition, Badachu Plastic 
Surgery Hospital, the well-known hospital in China has announced to set up a hospital in Chengdu. 
Furthermore, in June, 2018, Dr. Robert Cohen, the Chairman of Israel Medical Aesthetic 
Association was invited to be one of the Advisors for Capital of Medical Beauty.  
 

4. Israel has a lot to offer not only in exporting medical devices and materials but also in providing 
talents training, which can be integrated together to provide a one stop solution to SWC’s medical 
aesthetic institutions.   
 

  



    
 
 

8 
 

Major Players in Sichuan and Chongqing 
Sichuan  

Public hospitals  
1. West China Hospital  

West China School of Medicine/West China Hospital of Sichuan University (WCSM/WCH), also as 
known as Huaxi Hospital or The International Hospital of Sichuan Province, is a prestigious and well-
known medical center located in Chengdu city, Sichuan Province. 

2. West China Stomotological Hospital  
West China School of Stomatology, known as the birthplace of China's modern dental science 
education, was started from Ren-Ji Dental Clinic founded in 1907. The clinic, in 1912, grew into the 
nation’s first dental hospital to serve the local community’s needs for dental services. 

3. Sichuan Provincial People’s Hospital 
After more than seventy years’ development, Sichuan Academy of Medical Sciences & Sichuan 
Provincial People’s Hospital has become the center of clinical service and research, one of National Top 
Hundred Excellent Hospitals. 

4. Chengdu No. 3 Hospital  
The Chengdu Third People’s Hospital (CDTPH) is a key comprehensive AAA-classed hospital integrating 
with medical treatment, scientific research, education, disease prevention and health rehabilitation, 
which has been established for more than 70 years. 

5. Chengdu No.2 People’s Hospital 
The Second People's Hospital of Chengdu was founded in 1892. It is a national 3A class general hospital 
integrating medical treatment, teaching, scientific research, prevention, health care and rehabilitation. 
 

Private hospitals 
1. She Shays 

She Shays is a local medical aesthetic brand in Chengdu. It was founded in 2005. The hospital has many 
core clinical departments such as plastic surgery, cosmetic dermatology, cosmetology and stomatology, 
cosmetology and traditional Chinese medicine. It was a 5A medical aesthetic institution in China.  

2. Sichuan Huamei Zixin 
Huamei Zixin passed the high standard of quality control and safety service standard-German Rhein 
TÜV-SQS International Service Quality Certification in 2017. It was appraised as Grade 5A Plastic 
Surgery Hospital by China Plastic Surgery Association. It has served over 200000 customers by the end 
of 2018.  

3. Chengdu Dahua Medical Aesthetic Group 
Chengdu Dahua Medical Aesthetic Group has applied to the field of cosmetology, cooperated with 
other countries several times, invested heavily in importing hi-tech equipment, and made progress in 
the projects of freckle removal, scar removal, hair transplantation and weight loss. 

4. Mylike Medical Chain 
Mylike Medical Chain has been established for 20 years in China. It has owned 35 hospitals chain 
hospitals in 29 cities in China.  

5. Sichuan Bravou 
Sichuan Bravou was founded in 2013 in Sichuan. In 2016, it formally joined Langzi Stock Co., Ltd. as the 
first medical aesthetic hospital incorporated into A-share listed company system. In April 2018, it 
established the first professional rehabilitation center in Chengdu for the failure of eye plastic surgeries.  
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Manufacturers/distributors 
1. Dikang Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 

Dikang Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. was founded in 1993. It is a national hi-tech enterprise with 
pharmaceutical industry as its main component, which integrates the development, manufacture and 
marketing of pharmaceuticals and medical devices.  

2. Revotek Co., Ltd. 
Revotek was set up in 2014. It’s a subsidiary of BRC, which holds 60% of the stock shares of Revotek.The 
target of Revotek is to transform the disease-based medication to personalized healthcare by using 
stem cell 3D printing technology. It focuses on repairing malfunctioning part of the internal organs or 
injuries of chronic diseases and anti-aging at early stage rather than replacing the organs.   

3. AllTech Co., Ltd. 
AllTech’s multinational leadership and development team members average more than 20 years of 
experience in the field of diagnostic medical imaging. Prior to joining AllTech these members were 
leading contributors to the design, manufacture and service of the current generation of MRI products 
installed worldwide from Western Europe, North America, and Japan to emerging international 
markets. 
 

Organizations/government 
1. Chengdu Association of Medical Aesthetic Industry 

The Association was founded in May 2018. It has over 50 member companies from medical institutions, 
clinics, medical device distributors, etc.  

2. Chengdu Economy and Information Commission 
The Pharmaceutical Promotion Office of the Commission is the responsible government authority, 
promoting the MA industry in Chengdu. 

3. Wuhou District 
In 2016, a total number of 330,000 medical and MA surgeries were conducted in the MA institutions 
in Wuhou District, creating a total business income of 69 million yuan. All the local leading medical 
institutions are in this district.  

4. Hi-tech Development Zone 
The aim of the MA industry in Chengdu Hi-tech Development Zone is to become the international 
medical and aesthetic destination. The Zone has gathered 64 MA institutions, accounting for about 30% 
of the city’s total. The Zone has set up 5 billion yuan of MA industry fund. It encourages the 
development of fund bounding projects, the development of MA insurance, notarization and other 
industries.  
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Chongqing 

Public hospitals 
1. Southwest Hospital of The Third Military Medical University 

The Southwest Hospital of the Third Military Medical University was founded in 1929 in Nanjing, moved 
to Chongqing in 1941. It has been developed into a modern comprehensive AAA-classed hospital 
integrating with medical treatment, scientific research and education.  

2. Xinqiao Hospital 
      Xinqiao Hospital was founded in 1944. Its predecessor was the Army Hospital of the Kuomingtang  
      Military and Political Ministry. It was reorganized into the General Hospital of the Southwest Military  
      Region in 1950 and transferred to the 7th Military Medical University in 1955. It's the leading  
      comprehensive hospital in Chongqing. 

 
3. the Plastic Surgery Center of the Second Hospital Affiliated to Chongqing Medical University 

The Center has been founded for 15 years. It’s one of the earliest center in Chongqing to carry out 
plastic surgery business.  

4. Chongqing No. 4 People’s Hospital (Emergency Center) 
Chongqing No. 4 People’s Hospital was founded in 1939. It was approved as the grade 3 and first-class 
general hospital in 1995, integrating first aid, medical treatment, scientific research, teaching and 
prevention.  
 

Private hospitals 
1. Chongqing Huamei Plastic Surgery Hospital 

Chongqing Huamei Plastic Surgery Hospital, founded in 1998, covers an area of about 15,000 square 
meters and is equipped with 14 laminar flow operating rooms. It is one of the few plastic and cosmetic 
hospitals in China that can carry out difficult operations such as bone grinding. 

2. Chongqing Vcharm Plastic Surgery Hospital 
Chongqing Vcharm Plastic Surgery Hospital was founded in 2010, subordinated to Shengkang Holding 
Group. It has over 300 employees and 36 beds.  

3. Chongqing Shiguang Plastic Surgery Hospital 
Chongqing Shiguang Plastic Surgery Hospital was established in 2008. It’s the first plastic suergery 
hospital established in accordance with the standards of the Ministry of Health in Chongqing. Its 
business area is 8000 square meters. It focusing on facial rejuvenation.  
 

Manufacturers/distributors 
1. Huapont Pharm Co., Ltd. 

Chongqing Huapont Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. is a leading dermatological drug manufacturer in China.  
Huapont Pharm., founded in 1992, is now a group member of Huapont Life Science Co., Ltd. the latter 
is a non-state owned public company listed in Shenzhen Stock Exchange since 2004. 

2. YaoPharma Co., Ltd. 
YaoPharma is a full-chain pharmaceutical manufacturer integrated with R&D, manufacturing and 
marketing & sales. YaoPharma is dedicated to breaking pharmaceutical barriers between home and 
abroad. Its API facility passed US FDA, EU EDQM, Japan PMDA cGMP certifications. 

3. Chongqing Hualun Medical Devices Co., Ltd. 
        Chongqing Hualun Medical Devices Co., Ltd. is a hi-tech enterprise with integrates science, industry  
        and trade. It mainly devotes itself to the research and development, production, sale and service of  
        medical equipment. It’s one of the core enterprises of Chongqing Medical Devices Industry Technology  
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        Innovation Strategic Alliance.  
4. Peninsular Medical Co., Ltd. 

Peninsular Medical Co., Ltd. was established in 2008 with registered capital of 20 million yuan. It’s a 
national hi-tech enterprise integrating research, production and marketing. It’s the most innovative 
laser cosmetic technology leader in China.  
 
 

Organizations/government 
1. Chongqing Medical Doctor Association 
      Chongqing Medical Doctor Association was established in March 2014. It is a social organization with  
      independent legal personality. It is a city-wide, professional and non-profit organization composed of  
      practitioners, assistant practitioners and members of the unit voluntarily. It has a plastic  
      surgery branch. 

 
2. Liangjiang New Area 

Liangjiang New Area is a sub-provincial and national new area under the jurisdiction of Chongqing 
Municipality. It is also the first national development and opening new area in inland China. 
 
 
 
 

Written by: Kathy Tong 
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