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South China – Economic review 
 
Guangdong, Shenzhen, Fujian, Hainan, Guangxi 
 

Major Economic Indicators 2013 

Economic Indicators of 2013 

(1USD=6.2RMB) 

China Guangdong Fujian Guangxi 

 

Hainan 

Whole 

Province 

Shenzhen 

Municipality 

Gross Domestic Product (US$ bn)  

Growth Rate 

9174.919 

7.7% 

920.450 

8.2% 

208.872 

10.0% 

317.771 

11.4% 

231.903 

10.2% 

46.8 

9.1% 

Per Capita GDP(US$) 9238 8,570 19,524 8,542 4104.6 5147 

Added Value Output (US$ bn) 
  

 
  

 

- Primary industry (US$ bn) 918.661 45.950 0.0897 28.653 37.84 11.66 

- Secondary industry (US$ bn) 4027.16 448.795 92.543 165.945 110.69 13.17 

- Tertiary industry (US$ bn) 4229.09 425.705 116.24 123.1729 83.40 21.96 

Increase of value-added Industrial 

Output (%) 

3398.387 

(9.7%) 

418.342 

(8.0%) 

82.120 

(7.3%) 
139.422 

(14.12%) 

92.73 

11.4% 

 

Fixed-assets Investment (US$ bn) 7040.774 311.412 37.330 204.995 183.61 35.17 

Retail Sales (US$ bn) 3780.322 365.760 64.658 115.315 81.98 13.97 

Inflation (Consumer Price Index, %) 2.6 2.8 2.8 2.4 2.2 3.2 

Exports (US$ bn) 2209.7 574.136 271.37 97.836 18.695 0.5 

Imports (US$ bn) 1950.4 409.679 195.415 58.091 14.142 1.83 

Utilized Foreign Direct Investment 

(US$ bn) 

189.6 23.549 

 

5.229 6.338 34.17 

million 

0.428 
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Guangdong 
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Market Profile 

Guangdong has a total area of 179,757 sq. km.  Total population stood at 106.4 million at the 

end of 2013. The Pearl River Delta (PRD) Economic Zone is the province’s economic hub, its 

GDP was RMB5,306.0 bn, accounting for 85% of Guangdong’s GDP in 2013.  The PRD 

Economic Zone covers 9 cities -- Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Foshan, Jiangmen, 

Dongguan, Zhongshan, Huizhou city and Zhaoqing city. 

 

In January 2009, China’s National Development and Reform Commission released the 

“Outline of the Plan for the Reform and Development of the PRD”.  By giving the PRD 

greater autonomy in its reforms and economic restructuring program, it is expected by 2020, 

the PRD joined by Hong Kong and Macau, will become a globally competitive and the most 

vigorous metropolitan area in the Asia-Pacific region and a centre of advanced manufacturing 

and modern service industries.  

Guangdong’s economy led the country in many aspects in 2013: 

 The largest GDP among all provinces and municipalities, accounting for 10.9% of the 

national total 

 The largest exports value among all provinces and municipalities, accounting for 

28.8% of the national total 

 The largest retail sales value of consumer goods which accounted for about 10.7% of 

the national total 

Guangdong has a strong private sector. Many indigenous enterprises have also developed a 

strong brand name in their specialized areas and become market leaders in China, such as 

Galanz, Midea, Gree etc.  By the end of June 2013, there were 1.36 million private 

enterprises in Guangdong, a year-on-year growth of 15.5%. 

 

Industries 

Guangdong’s manufacturing industries developed rapidly as a result of foreign investment, 

particularly in the PRD.  Guangdong is a major export-processing base for foreign investors 

mainly from Hong Kong and Taiwan. Cities that have the largest industrial production include 

Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Dongguan, Foshan, Huizhou, Jiangmen and Shantou. 
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Composition of GDP (%) 

  1980 2006 2013 

Primary 33.2 5.8 4.9 

Secondary 41.1 50.6 47.3 

Industry 36.0 47.1 44.1 

Tertiary 25.7 43.6 47.8 

Source: Bulletin on Statistics of National Economic and Social Development of Guangdong 

in 2013 

Guangdong is strong at light manufacturing industry.  Output of light industries used to 

account for over half of the province's total industrial output.  Major products include 

electrical appliances such as television sets, electrical fans and refrigerators, and other 

consumer products like garments, toys, shoes and electronics.   Exports of most of these 

products rank the highest in China. In recent years, Guangdong is moving towards heavy, new 

and high technology industries. The share of heavy industries in gross industrial output 

increased from 47.1% in 2000 to 62% in 2013. 

 

Share of Leading Industry Groups 2012 

  
% share of total 

industrial output 

Communication equipment, computers and other electronic equipment 23.9 

Electrical machinery & equipment 10.0 

Smelting and pressing of ferrous & nonferrous metals 4.8 

Raw chemical materials and chemical products 4.9 

Metal products 4.3 

Automobiles 4.0 

Plastics products 3.8 

Petroleum refining, coking nuclear fuel processing 3.6 
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Garments and footwear 3.5 

General purpose machinery 3.0 

Textiles 2.2 

Source: Guangdong Statistical Yearbook 2013 

 

As for the service sectors which accounted for 47.8% of GDP in 2013, Guangdong aims to 

further increase their overall relative share in GDP. While development of the service sectors 

will be expedited across the board, their structure will be optimized to develop Guangdong 

into a regional financial center, modern logistics hub in southern China, as well as an 

international business travel and shopping center. 

 

Tourism 

In 2013, Guangdong received 101.1 million (-6.3%) overseas visitors. Foreign visitors 

amounted to 7.46 million (-2.4%), Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan visitors amounted to 93.64 

million (-6.6%). Overseas tourism receipts reached US$16.3 billion (+4.1%). Domestic 

tourists amounted to 597 million (+15.3%), with tourism receipts at Rmb729.7 billion 

(+14.0%). 

 

Foreign Trade 

Guangdong as a leading industrial base as well as an export processing base for a wide range 

of products contributed markedly to the country’s export growth. Major export product types 

included electric and electronic products, computer and communication technology, 

machinery and equipment etc. In 2013, Hong Kong was still the largest export market, 

accounting for 41.2% of the total. Other major export markets included the US, the EU, 

ASEAN, Japan and South Korea. 

In 2013, Guangdong imported US$455.2 billion, accounting for 22.3% of the nation’s total. 

Being a manufacturing base, Guangdong imports a large number of capital and intermediate 

goods.  Leading import product types include electric and electronic products, electronic 

technology, computer and communication technology, etc.  In 2013, ASEAN was the largest 

source of import accounting for 12.4% of the total, followed by South Korea, Japan and the 

EU. 
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Foreign Investment 

Up to end 2013, Guangdong accounted for about 21.2% of China’s total utilized 

FDI.  Foreign investments in Guangdong are mainly engaged in manufacturing industries 

(51.4% of the utilized FDI in 2013). For tertiary industry, real estate was one of the most 

attractive areas, absorbing 13.5% of the total utilized FDI in 2013, followed by wholesale and 

retail trade (10.9% of the total FDI).  

 

 

  

Hong Kong is the largest source of foreign direct investment in Guangdong. During the period 

of 1979-2012, the utilized capital from Hong Kong amounted to US$184.7 billion, accounting 

for 61.8% of Guangdong’s total. 

Hong Kong's investment mainly involved in electronics, toys, garment, shoes, plastic, 

computer and accessories, commerce, food catering, material warehousing, distribution, real 

estates, and other infrastructural development. Major Hong Kong companies have participated 

extensively in Guangdong’s industrial and infrastructural investments.  In recent years, Hong 

Kong's investment in Guangdong has been diversified from manufacturing to the service 

sector.  Hong Kong brand names are highly visible in Guangdong’s retail sector. 

mailto:Guangzhou@israeltrade.gov.il
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Other major investors in Guangdong were from Taiwan, Japan, Virgin Islands, Singapore and 

the US. Foreign investments have increasingly been channeled into infrastructure, agriculture, 

property and capital- and technological-intensive projects in recent years.  Given China is 

further liberalising its services sector, an increasing share of FDI is going into the service 

sectors. 

Consumer Market 

Guangdong is the largest consumer market in China. In 2013, annual per capita disposal 

income of urban households reached Rmb30,090 (+9.5%). 

 

With the rising income level and the economic structure adjustment, the consumer 

expenditure pattern is also undergoing structural change. While the share of food declined, the 

share of services such as transportation and communications, recreational, educational and 

cultural services increased. 

The retail distribution landscape in Guangdong is changing rapidly. Apart from traditional 

department stores, various forms of modern operation such as chain stores, supermarkets, 

ware-house type markets and convenience stores proliferate. The concept of “shopping mall” 

is developing rapidly in the PRD as integrated shopping and entertainment centres. 

Guangdong's retail market is one of the most developed markets in China. Major 

overseas-invested retail enterprises that have presence in Guangdong include Wal-Mart from 

the US, Carrefour from France, PARKnSHOP and Watsons from Hong Kong, Trust-Mart 

from Taiwan.  Franchised chain stores from Hong have also entered Guangdong. 

mailto:Guangzhou@israeltrade.gov.il


 

 

 

 

   

The Israeli Economic Mission to South China   -   Consulate General of Israel in Guangzhou 
Guangzhou@israeltrade.gov.il                                 Tel: 86-20-85130517/8/9 
19/F, Development Center, 3 Linjiang Avenue, Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District, GZ. 510623 

 

                                       
 

The Israeli Economic Mission to South China    

 

 

 

Economic Indicators of PRD Cities (2012) 

Cities 
GDP 

(RMB bn) 

Per Capita 

GDP 

(RMB) 

Value-added 

industry output * 

(RMB bn) 

Retail 

Sales 

(RMB bn) 

Exports 

(US$ bn) 

Guangzhou  1,355.1 105,909 394.5 597.7 58.9 

Shenzhen  1,295.0 123,247 510.7 400.9 271.3 

Zhuhai  150.4 95,471 66.5 63.5 21.6 

Foshan  661.3 91,259 330.2 201.9 40.2 

Huizhou  236.8 50,873 117.4 75.4 29.2 

Dongguan  501.0 60,557 197.8 135.5 85.1 

Zhongshan  244.1 77,527 122.7 80.9 24.6 

Jiangmen  188.0 42,028 57.6 80.7 12.9 

Zhaoqing  146.2 36,864 66.5 43.3 3.8 

Source: Guangdong Statistical Yearbook 2013 
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Shenzhen Municipality of Guangdong Province 

Market Profile 

Overview  

 

Shenzhen is located on a southern tip of the Chinese mainland and on the eastern bank of the 

Pearl River. It neighbors Hong Kong. Occupying 1,991.64 square kilometers, the city has a 

subtropical marine climate with plenty of rain and sunshine and is rich in tropical fruit. By the 

end of 2011, there were 10.47 million permanent residents. 

 

The country's first special economic zone - the brainchild of late Chinese leader Deng 

Xiaoping - was established here in 1980. Shenzhen has been a touchstone for China's reform 

and opening-up policy since then. 

In merely 32 years, Shenzhen, a tiny border town of just over 30,000 people in 1979, has 

grown into a modern metropolis. It established many firsts in the history of world 

industrialization, urbanization and modernization. 

In 2012, Qianhai Shenzhen-Hong Kong Modern Service Industry Cooperation Zone was fully 

launched. The zone will explore innovations in modern service industry, pilot cooperation 

between Hong Kong and the Chinese mainland, lead the industrial upgrading of the Pearl 

River Delta area. Shenzhen will continue its historic role as a pioneer in China's scientific 

development. 

One of China's gateways to the world, Shenzhen is one of the country's most developed cities 

and one of the fastest-growing cities in the world. 

The city is the high-tech and manufacturing hub of southern China, home to the world's 

fourth-busiest container port, and the fourth-busiest airport on the Chinese mainland. It is one 

of the country's most popular tourist destinations. The high-tech, financial services, modern 

logistics and cultural industries are mainstays of the city. New industries of strategic 

importance and modern service industries are quickly becoming new engines for the city's 

economic growth. 

As a State-level innovative city, Shenzhen has chosen independent innovation as the dominant 

strategy for its future development. The number of Shenzhen's PCT (Patent Cooperation 
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Treaty) applications has topped China for eight consecutive years. Shenzhen ranked first in 

Forbes' 2011 list of innovative mainland cities. 

The city is also well-known for design, with more than 6,000 design companies employing 

more than 60,000 people. On Nov. 19, 2008, UNESCO named Shenzhen a member of its 

Creative Cities Network and awarded Shenzhen the title of City of Design. 

Shenzhen has unique cultural charm. The city has a network of first-class, public cultural 

facilities that allow residents to enjoy thousands of cultural performances. Since 2003, when 

Shenzhen took the national lead in establishing the strategy for a "culture-based city," its 

cultural and creative industries have achieved robust expansion with annual growth rates of 

more than 20 percent and become important engines for the city's rapid and healthy economic 

development. 

 

Shenzhen is an ecological garden city, with half of its total area under a form of 

environmental protection that bans construction. The urban greenbelt coverage in developed 

areas is 45.05 percent. Shenzhen is China's first Chinese city to win the Nations in Bloom 

Award, and named on the United Nations Environment Program's Global Top 500 Laureate 

Roll of Honor. In 2011, Shenzhen had the lowest energy and water consumption per 10,000 

yuan GDP in China. 

 

Shenzhen is a city of compassion, with a deeply rooted volunteer culture. Voted the City Most 

Favored by Migrant Workers, it promotes Project Care each year to increase care for 

disadvantaged groups, and has thus been called "a city without winter." 

A picturesque coastal city, Shenzhen is a popular tourist destination in South China and has 

been listed by the Chinese Government as an Excellent Tourist City. It was named one of the 

world's 31 must-see tourist destinations in 2010 by The New York Times. 

The 32-year-old city is stepping up to change models of economic development and build an 

innovative, energy-saving and environmentally friendly city where people can live happily. 

 

Natural Resources 

 

The total area of Shenzhen is 1,991.64 square kilometers. 

Shenzhen has more than 310 rivers and streams, which are associated with the hydrographic 

systems of the Dongjiang River, coastal bays and the Pearl River. There are 220 water 
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conservation projects in the city, including 172 reservoirs storing a total volume of 611 

million cubic meters. Shenzhen Reservoir in the east has a total volume of more than 40 

million cubic meters, and is the main water source for Shenzhen and Hong Kong. 

Shenzhen has 230 kilometers of coastline rich in marine life and products. Deep-water ports 

have been built at various locations in the city. Several scenic mountains surround Shenzhen, 

the highest of which is Wutong Mountain, with a peak at 944 meters above sea level. The city 

has rich natural attractions that are ideal for developing tourism. In the east lie the popular 

beach resorts of Dameisha, Xiaomeisha and Dapeng Bay. In the west are scenic areas 

including the Mangrove Nature Reserve, Inner Lingding Island and Waterlands Resort. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Guangzhou@israeltrade.gov.il


 

 

 

 

   

The Israeli Economic Mission to South China   -   Consulate General of Israel in Guangzhou 
Guangzhou@israeltrade.gov.il                                 Tel: 86-20-85130517/8/9 
19/F, Development Center, 3 Linjiang Avenue, Zhujiang New Town, Tianhe District, GZ. 510623 

 

                                       
 

The Israeli Economic Mission to South China    

 

Economic Review of Provinces in South China - Fujian  

General Background 

Fujian is located in the south eastern coast, opposite to Taiwan. It has a total area of 124,000 

sq.km. Total population stood at 37.5 million in 2012. 

The Southeast Fujian (閩東南) area which comprises five cities and counties -- Fuzhou (福州

), Xiamen (廈門), Putian (莆田), Quanzhou (泉州) and Zhangzhou (漳州), is the economic 

hub of Fujian, accounting for 76% of the province’s GDP in 2012. 

In 2004, Fujian proposed a new strategy -“Westbank Economic Zone” (海峽西岸經濟區), a 

zone along the west coast of the Taiwan Straits (including parts of Guangdong and Zhejiang 

provinces) for socio-economic development. In May 2009, the State Council passed the Several 

Opinions on Supporting Fuijian Province to Accelerate Construction of the Economic Zone 

West of the Taiwan Straits. 

Industries 

Agriculture still plays an important role, although the sector’s share in GDP has been 

decreasing over the years. In 2012, heavy industry accounted for 49% of the total industrial 

value-added while light industry took up the rest. 

Value-added Share of Leading Industry Groups (2012) 

  
% share of total 

industrial added value 

Leather, furs, down and related products 9.6 

Telecommunications, computer & other electronic equipment 7.7 

Nonmetal mineral products 7.2 

Garments 5.9 

Agricultural & sideline products processing 5.1 

Textile industry 4.5 

Electrical equipment and machinery 4.5 

Car manufacturing 2.7 

Source: Fujian Statistical Yearbook 2013 

Within the tertiary sector, finance was the fastest growing industry in terms of value-added in 

2012, recording an increase of 15.1%. 
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Tourism 

Fujian is rich in tourism resources, such as Wuyi Mountain (武夷山), Gulangyu Isle (鼓浪嶼

), Tailing Golden Lake (金湖地質公園), etc. In 2012, Fujian received 162 million (+17.1%) 

domestic tourists with tourism receipts of RMB165 billion (+17.9%) and 4.9 million (+15.5%) 

overseas tourists with foreign exchange income of US$4.2 billion (+16.3%). Visitors from 

Hong Kong increased by 13.1% to 1.05 million in 2012. 

Foreign Trade 

Major export markets included the US, Hong Kong, Japan and Germany.  Hong Kong was the 

second major export market of Fujian in 2012, accounting for 8.5% of the province’s total 

exports.  Fujian’s exports to Hong Kong increased by 34.9% in 2012 to US$8.3 

billion.  Fujian’s major export items included machinery and transport equipments, clothing 

and accessories and footwear etc. 

Major import goods included machinery and transport equipments, special, scientific and 

controlled instruments and equipment. Major import sources included the US, Japan, Australia 

and Germany. Fujian’s import from Hong Kong stood at US$501 million in 2012 (+37.6%). 

Foreign Investment 

Fujian recorded continued increase in inflow of FDI in recent years. Hong Kong is the largest 

source of FDI in Fujian, accounting for 53.7% of the province’s utilized FDI in 2012. British 

Virgin Island, Singapore and Japan are other major investment sources.  
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In terms of registered capitals of foreign-invested enterprises, the manufacturing sector 

accounted for 64.5% of the total in 2012. 

Consumer Market 

In 2012, annual per capita disposal income of urban households reached RMB28,055 (+12.6%). 

The retail landscape in Fujian is also changing. Apart from traditional department stores, 

various forms of modern operation such as chain stores, supermarkets, warehouse type 

hypermarkets and convenience stores are popular. Major overseas-invested retail enterprises in 

Fujian include Wal-mart from the US, Metro (麥德龍) from Germany, Carrefour from France, 

Auchan (歐尚) from France and Trust-mart (好又多) from Taiwan. 

 

 

Economic Indicators of Major Cities (2012) 

Cities 
GDP 

(RMB bn) 

Population 

(mn) 

Gross industrial 

output 

(RMB bn) 

Retail Sales 

(RMB bn) 

Fuzhou 421.1  7.27 595.5 232.0 

Quanzhou 470.3 8.29 837.8 170.7 

Xiamen 281.5 3.67 448.6 88.2 

Zhangzhou 201.3 4.90 272.2 66.1 

Putian 120.0 2.81 167.7 39.5 

Source: Fujian Statistical Yearbook 2013 
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Hainan Province- Economic Review  

General Background 

Hainan has a total area of 33,920 square kilometers. The total population stood at 8.9528 

million in 2013.   

Hainan used to be composed of Hainan Island, Xisha Islands, Nansha Islands and Zhongsha 

Islands. The State Council approved in June 2012 the establishment of Sansha, a 

prefectural-level city that will administer the Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha island groups and 

their surrounding waters in the South China Sea.  

Sansha is a blankly new city in China with a population of less than 10,000 and an area of 

almost one-fourth of China's territory. The island has now taken the shape of a city with 

infrastructure including a small military airport, a sea port, roads, a clinic, a post office and 

an observatory.  
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Major Economic Indicators 

Hainan has a stable economic growth in 2013, with the historically highest GDP index. The 

agricultural and manufactural industries witnessed a low growth due to the natural disasters 

and production halts of the biggest Hainan chemical refining center.  

The 12th Five Year Plan of Hainan aims to promote the modern service industries, including 

tourism, commercial exhibitions, modern logistics, and sports and leisure, as leading 

industries. It also aims to greatly increase investment into the new energy, new materials 

and biomedical industries, such that they will become the main pillar for pulling economic 

growth. It hopes to form five industry groups in the automobile, food and beverage and 

agricultural products processing, photovoltaic, medical and pharmaceutical, cultural and 

creativity and leisure and entertainment industries, with output of over RMB 10 billion by 

2015.  

 

Economic Indicators 3102 

volume Growth, % 

Gross Domestic Product (US$ bn) 51.49 9.9 

Per Capita GDP(US$) 5780  

Primary industry(US$ bn) 12.38 6.3 

Secondary industry(US$ bn) 14.26 9.2 

Tertiary industry(US$ bn) 24.85 12.1 

Fixed-assets Investment(US$ bn) 44.6 27% 

Retail Sales(US$ bn) 13.97 15% 

Inflation(consumer price index,%)  2.8% 

Exports(US$ bn) 0.60 18.2% 

Imports(US$ bn) 1.84 9.5% 

 

Industries 

Hainan is rich in natural resources. Its mainland and offshore deposits of oil and natural gas, 
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rank one of the highest in China. It is also China's major sea salt production base.  

Hainan has the largest share of primary sector, mainly agriculture, in its GDP among all 

provinces of China.  Fishery is an important contributor to the agricultural sector. The 

island's long coastline makes it a favorable breeding ground for shrimp, shellfish and other 

aquatic products.  

Hainan as the most well-known agricultural province has an abundance of tropical cash 

crops like coconuts, pepper, coffee, tea and rubber, etc.   

It is the most important tropical fruit production base and seeds-breeding base in 

China.  The province is also herbal medicine production base. It produces more than 2,500 

kinds of herbal medicines. 

Hainan’s manufacturing sector is relatively small. Over the past decade, the province has 

expanded its industrial base to include metallurgy, petrochemicals, chemicals, 

pharmaceuticals, automobiles, food processing, tobacco, textiles, building materials, 

machinery and electronics. 

 

 

International Cooperation in High-tech 

 

According to the annual report published by Hainan Science and Technology Bureau, Hainan 

has 127 high-tech companies, with 5.45billion revenue totally.  

Sectors  Numbers of high-tech companies 

Medical-care and pharmaceutical  63 

IT 13 

High-tech service 7 

New energy& energy saving 5 

New material 5 

Environmental& natural resources 3 

 

Hainan government gives financial and policy support to around 20-30 international 

science& technology cooperation projects each year. There have been more than 70 projects 
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Opportunities for Israeli companies in Hainan 

As Chinese Central government strategically plans to build Sansha into a well-facilitated city 

to maintain its overwhelmingly important position in national territory securities and 

international navigation, it appropriates great financial and policies support to infrastructure 

projects in Sansha. The government declined to disclose the total investment in Sansha's 

construction in 2013, but the city's first 28 infrastructure projects cost nearly 24 billion yuan 

($3.81 billion).  

 

since 2010, covering tropical agriculture, new energy, new material and medical care 

industries with more than 30 countries, such as America, England, France, Germany and 

Israel.    

 

The Cooperation Forum for China-Israel Hi-tech Industrial Park was held in July in Sanya. 

Eleven Israeli companies participated in the forum, with some high level Hainan 

governmental officials present. More than 50 Chinese companies were invited to do the 

project-matching seminar with the Israeli companies. 

 

Foreign Trade and Investment 

The total export of Hainan is 2002.32 billion US$ with the growth of 8.3%, while the total 

import reached 1768.17 billion US$ increasing by 7.1% in 2013.  

In 2013, the major part of import attributes to the resuming of Hainan Chemical Refining 

industry, and the high demand for aviation material of Hainnan Airline.     

Import: crude oil reaches 5.05billion US$, with a decrease of 28.6%; machinery products 

reaches 2.21 US$, with an increase of 36.7 %( the import of airplane reaches 1.52 billion 

US$ with 33.9% growth.)  Agricultural products reaches 0.16 billion US$, increasing by 

5.6%. Rubber products reached 0.18billion US$, with 2.3 times growth.    
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Agriculture- The vision of building Hainan International Tourism Island will have a great 

challenge of providing enough food for the populations blooding in Hainan. Israel has some 

of the world’s most advanced and leading agriculture technologies and is able to both 

support 95% of its food requirements as well to export its products worldwide. 

Environmental Protection Plans – Hainan is planning to achieve a 100 percent urban waste 

treatment and disposal rate and a 90 percent urban waste water treatment rate.  

Oil and Gas Industries - The vast sea area around Sansha contains abundant of oil and gas 

resources. Any technology that can be applicable in marine oil and gas exploiting, refining, 

transporting and preservation will be needed.  

Solar energy - Sansha has plenty of sunshine but limited electricity supplies. Rooftop solar 

power generators of 200 kilowatts were built in 2009, and two more diesel oil power 

generators, with an investment of 2.2 million yuan, were set up in February 2012.    

Typhoon protection- Hainan is easily attacked by devastative typhoon almost each year. In 

September, 2014, the super strong typhoon brought an overwelming ruin to Hainan, with 

more than 2.86 million citizens’ badly affected. The total loss was recorded as close to 5.8 

billion RMB. Hainan authorities are looking for effective sollutions to avoid typhoon and 

decrease the loss to the least extend.   
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Guangxi – economic review 

(The first half year of 2014) 

General Background 

Guangxi autonomous region, established in 0958, referred to “Gui”, is an autonomous region 

of the People's Republic and Nanning as its capital city. Guangxi is located in the west of 

South China, south to the Beibu Gulf and bordering on Vietnam, a leading fishery and fish 

farming area. It assumes an important role in the Western Region Development Program, 

especially as a hub of sea transportation.  

 

Guangxi’s population stood at 46.8 million by 2012, Ethnic minorities account for about 37% 

of Guangxi’s total population. The land area is 326,711 km 

Guangxi has the largest minority group and is one of the three largest provinces in the 

number of overseas Chinese (its citizens choose to live outside China, usually for work 

reasons).  

Guangxi has numerous rivers, abundant water and ocean resources; The West River is the 

largest river in the region.  

 

According to the 12th Five-Year Plan for Further Promoting the Economy of the Western 

Regions (“the Plan”), a step that is aimed at narrowing the gap between the country’s 

wealthy coastal provinces and its under-developed western regions, Guangxi is one of the 12 

provinces that will be targeted for seven major development goals set by China’s central 

government are as follows: increasing economic growth, Expanding infrastructure 

construction, improving the ecological environment, providing better public services, 

developing and strengthening local industries, Elevating people’s living standards and 

Reforming and opening up the region. 

Food processing, auto manufacturing, petrochemicals, power generation, nonferrous metal, 

metallurgy and machinery are the seven key industries of Guangxi. In addition, building 
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materials, pharmaceuticals, textile and garments, ship-building, as well as the marine 

equipment manufacturing industries have been growing rapidly. Pine resin is a particularly 

exported commodity that comes from Wuzhou. Heavy industries include iron, cement and 

stellworks in Liuzhou, as well as machinery production in Nanning and Wuzhou. Pinyang 

produces ceramics, fans, felt caps, ware, combs, brushed and straw bonnets. 

 

 

 

Guangxi enjoys the subtropical monsoon climate and therefore its land breeds many species 

of precious animals and plants, among which the fruits are mostly abundant. Thus, Guangxi 

is known as "the home to fruits."  

Guangxi has a unique karst landform and is rich in mineral resources with a wide range of 

large reserves and it is also one of the 10 key areas for non-ferrous metal.  

The Long and proper coastline along the mainland of Guangxi makes it an excellent natural 

harbor.  

The Beibu Gulf provides a wide variety of marine biological resources with up to 20 kinds of 

marine resource including the coal, petrel, aluminum, and other marine minerals. Together 

with Beibu Gulf Basin, the Yingge Sea Basin and Hepu basin contain rich resource of oil and 
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gas. Beyond this, Guangxi also enjoys rich resources of salt chemical, marine energy, and 

freshwater resources. 

Guangxi is rich in natural resources. Among the 96 kinds of mineral deposits found in the 

Region, the deposits of tin, manganese, antimony and lime are the largest in China. Besides, 

Guangxi is also rich in timber and forestry resources.  

Guangxi produces a large number of cash crops, including sugarcane, palm-oil seeds, 

bananas, pineapple and rosin. Among them, output of sugarcane and fruits is the largest in 

the country. 

 

The first half year of 2014 saw a stable increase in industrial production, steady growth in 
investment, accelerated growth in finance income, finance loans, real estate investment 
growth; the CPI rose gently and import and export maintained rapid growth. 

 

 

Major Economic Indicators  

Economic Indicators of 2014, the first half year  

(1USD=6.2RMB) 

Guangxi 

Gross Domestic Product (US$ bn)  

Growth Rate 

102.06 

8.5% 

- Primary industry (US$ bn) 10.71 

- Secondary industry (US$ bn) 52.69 

- Tertiary industry (US$ bn) 38.64 

Increase of value-added Industrial Output rate (%) 11.7 

Fixed-assets Investment (US$ bn) 129.18 

Retail Sales (US$ bn) 43.38 

Inflation (Consumer Price Index, %) 2.5 

Exports and import (US$ bn) 24.6 
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In the first half year of 2014, the GDP hit 632.78 billion RMB, an increase of 8.5 % over the 

previous half year.  

The contribution rate of the primary industry, the secondary industry and tertiary-industry 

was 3.8%, 11.1%,6.0% respectively. 

The financial income of the government was 137.75 billion RMB, an increase of 7.9% over 

the previous first half year;  

 

Industries 

 

A marked share of Guangxi’s industrial production is related to the Region’s rich mineral 

deposits and agricultural and aqua cultural outputs, such as sugarcane and food processing, 

nonferrous metal, etc.  

 Machinery industry is another major sector including automobiles, heavy mining machinery, 

electrical & electronics, instruments & apparatus, standard parts and component.  

Given its coastal location, the Region has also developed a strong chemical and oil refinery 

sector in recent years. 

The manufacturing of transportation equipment realized 33.8% growth rate, leading the 

Secondary sector in 2009. Guangxi is planning to capitalize on its location advantage to 

develop into a trade and logistics center for the free trade region of ASEAN and China. 

A marked share of Guangxi’s industrial production is related to the Region’s rich mineral 

deposits and agricultural and aqua cultural outputs, such as sugarcane and food processing, 

nonferrous metal, etc.  

 

The Listed companies (stock exchange) of Guangxi (according to the 11th Five-year 

Development Plan period) 

Nanning:  Guiguan Electricity, Nanhua Stock, Wuzhou Transportaion, Nanning 

Department Store, Sunshine Stock , Nanning Sugar, Nanfang Holdings , Dairy Queen  

Liuzhou:  Nitidum Toothpaste, LiuZHOU Chemical Stock, Liuzhou Machinery Stock 
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Wuzhou:  Zhongheng Group, Softto  

Guilin:  Guilin Tourism, Rhine Biomed Guanglu Digital Control, Guilin Sanjin  

Hezhou: Guidong Electric Power 

Hechi :  Hechi Chemical 

Beihai: Beihai Guofa Marine Life Industry, Beihai Gulf, Yinhe Technology, Shiji 

Guanghua, 

Guigang:  Guigang Sugar Stock 

Yulin:  Yuchai Machinery  

 

The main industry parks/zone/event 

China-Malaysia Industry Park, located in Qinzhou city and will cover 55 SKM when it’s 

completely finished as planned. 

Beibu Golf Economic zone, located in the southwest of the coastline, consist of 

Nanning, Beihai, Qinzhou and Fang cheng gang cities, covering an area of 42,500 

square kilometers. 

In 2008, the State approved the implementation of the "Guangxi Beibu Gulf Economic 

Zone Development Plan", aiming to build Guangxi Beibu Gulf Economic Zone into a 

base for the cooperation for China - ASEAN countries in terms of logistics, trade, 

manufacturing and information exchange. 

China - ASEAN Expo, an international economic and trade exchanging event for China 

and ASEAN countries, is initiated by the former Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and 

hosted by Guangxi Municipal Government and relevant trading department of China 

and ASEAN countries on a yearly basis in Nanning.  

The expo aims to promote China - ASEAN Free Trade Area, cooperation and shared 

development opportunities, covering trade in goods, investment cooperation and 

trade service. Relevant business summit and series of seminars will be held during the 

same period in Nanning.  
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Foreign Trade and Investment 

The imports and exports hit 24.612 billion U.S. dollars, an increase of 24.1% compared with 

the same period of last year, higher than the national growth rate of 21.8 percentage points. 

Among them, exports grew 30.2%, 26.4 percentage points higher than the national level; 

imports grew 16.5 percent. From the forms of trade, border trade and processing trade grew 

rapidly, imports and exports grew 38.7% and 70.8%;General trade fell by 2.0 % compared 

with the same period of last year . The bilateral trade with ASEAN increased rapidly to hit 

11.663 billion U.S. dollars, accounting for 47.4% of total imports and exports of Guangxi, an 

increase of 28.7% compared with the same period of last year ; the export to United States, 

European Union and Japan and other major economies kept growing, an increase of 15.1%, 

3.3% and 7.1% compared with the same period of last year . 
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